NAME: ______________________________________

DATE: _______________________________________

STUDENT WORK PACKET
Poetry Packet
Work Schedule

	Poem
	Figurative Language
	Due Date
	Grade Given

	I’m Nobody, Emily Dickerson
	Simile
	
	

	I Like to See It Lap the Miles, Emily Dickerson
	Metaphor
	
	

	I Am of the Earth, Anna Lee Walters
	Personification
	
	

	Father William, Lewis Carroll
	Hyperbole & Rhyme
	
	

	Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would Not Take Out the Garbage, Shel Silverstein
	Alliteration & Rhyme
	
	

	Madame and the Rent Man, Langston Hughes
	Tone
	
	


Final Grade:  ____________________
Directions:  Read the following poem in order to complete the TP-CASTT and questions below.  

	I’m Nobody

	By: Emily Dickerson


	I'm nobody! Who are you?
Are you nobody, too?
Then there's a pair of us — don't tell!
They'd banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody!
How public, like a frog
To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog!
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Quick Write
Imagine that you become a celebrity overnight.  How would sudden fame change you and your private life?  ______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions

1. Whom do you think the speaker is talking to?  __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does the speaker say “I’m Nobody?”  _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The speaker compares the “Somebody” to a frog.  Is this comparison a simile or a metaphor?  Explain.  _______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. The speaker compares the Somebody’s admirers to a bog.  Is this comparison a simile or a metaphor?  Explain.  _______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Who are “they” in line 4?  Why would “they” banish the speaker?  ____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions:  Read the following poem in order to complete the TP-CASTT and questions below.  

	I Like to See it Lap the Miles

	By: Emily Dickerson


	1 I like to see it lap the Miles—
And lick the Valleys up—
And stop to feed itself at Tanks—
And then—prodigious step

5  Around a Pile of Mountains—
And, supercilious peer
In Shanties—by the sides of Roads—
And then a Quarry pare

To fit its sides, 
10 and crawl between,
Complaining all the while
In horrid—hooting stanza—
Then chase itself down Hill—

And neigh like Boanerges—
Then—prompter than a Star,
Stop—docile and omnipotent
At its own stable door—
	Vocabulary Bank

Prodigious: enormous
Supercilious: stuck-up

Boanerges: biblical name 

meaning “sons of thunder”
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Quick Write
Before the coming of the railroad, people depended on horses to take them where they wanted to go.  When the poet Emily Dickerson was young, trains were still so new that people often called them iron horses.  She compares a train’s movements to those of a horse.  Take a moment to think about how trains are similar to horses.  
	
	Horse
	Train

	What it does


	
	

	Its speed
	
	

	Its sound
	
	


Questions

1. In stanza 1, what words or phrases compare the movements or actions of the train to those of a horse? ________________________________ __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What two things are being compared in line 15?  _______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What clues in the poem tell you that she is writing about a train and comparing it to a horse?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the following poem in order to complete the TP-CASTT and questions below.  

	I Am of the Earth

	By: Anna Lee Walters


	1 I am of the earth
She is my mother
She bore me with pride
She reared me with love
5 She cradled me each evening
She pushed the wind to make it sing
She built me a house of harmonious colors
She fed me the fruits of her fields
She rewarded me with memories of her smiles
10  She punished me with the passing of time
And at last when I long to leave
She will embrace me for eternity.
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Quick Write
Think of all the ways in which you are connected to the earth.  What is the most important gift the earth gives to you?  What is the most important thing you given the earth?  Explain.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions

1. Define personification.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In “I Am of the Earth,” what does the earth do that makes it like a mother? __________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does the speaker connect to the earth?  ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Tone refers to the way a writer feels about a subject.  Tone is communicated by word choice, including figures of speech.  What words tell you how the speaker feels about the earth?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What words in the poem tell you that Walters personifies the earth as her moth?  What message or feeling about our world does this comparison convey (show)?  _________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the following poem in order to complete the TP-CASTT and questions below.  

	Father William

	By: Lewis Carroll
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OU are old, Father William," the young man said, 

"And your hair has become very white; 

And yet you incessantly stand on your head-- 

Do you think, at your age, it is right?" 

  

"In my youth," Father William replied to his son, 

"I feared it might injure the brain; 

But, now that I'm perfectly sure I have none, 

Why, I do it again and again." 

  

"You are old," said the youth, "as I mentioned before, 

And have grown most uncommonly fat; 

Yet you turned a back-somersault in at the door-- 

Pray, what is the reason of that?" 

  

"In my youth," said the sage, as he shook his gray locks, 

"I kept all my limbs very supple 

By the use of this ointment -- one shilling the box -- 

Allow me to sell you a couple?" 

  

"You are old," said the youth, "and your jaws are too weak 

For anything tougher than suet; 

Yet you finished the goose, with the bones and the beak-- 

Pray, how did you manage to do it?" 

  

"In my youth," said his father, "I took to the law, 

And argued each case with my wife; 

And the muscular strength which it gave to my jaw 

Has lasted the rest of my life." 

  

"You are old," said the youth, "one would hardly suppose 

That your eye was as steady as ever; 

Yet you balanced an eel on the end of your nose-- 

What made you so awfully clever?" 

  

"I have answered three questions, and that is enough," 

Said his father; "don't give yourself airs! 

Do you think I can listen all day to such stuff? 

Be off, or I'll kick you down-stairs!" 
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Quick Write
What makes you laugh?  Do you like wild and crazy physical actions?  Do you prefer clever wordplay?  Jot down some of the things in TV shows and songs that you find funny.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions

1. At what point do you think that this poem is meant to be humorous?  _______________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Find one example of exaggeration in stanzas 15-20.  Explain why it is humorous?  __________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  What is the main point of the poem?  _____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions:  Read the following poem in order to complete the TP-CASTT and questions below.  

	Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout 

Would Not Take the Garbage Out

	By: Shel Silverstein


		Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout 
Would not take the garbage out! 
She'd scour the pots and scrape the pans, 
Candy the yams and spice the hams, 
And though her daddy would scream and shout, 
She simply would not take the garbage out. 
And so it piled up to the ceilings: 
Coffee grounds, potato peelings, 
Brown bananas, rotten peas, 
Chunks of sour cottage cheese. 
It filled the can, it covered the floor, 
It cracked the window and blocked the door 
With bacon rinds and chicken bones, 
Drippy ends of ice cream cones, 
Prune pits, peach pits, orange peel, 
Gloppy glumps of cold oatmeal, 
Pizza crusts and withered greens, 
Soggy beans and tangerines, 
Crusts of black burned buttered toast, 
Gristly bits of beefy roasts. . . 
The garbage rolled on down the hall, 
It raised the roof, it broke the wall. . . 
Greasy napkins, cookie crumbs, 
Globs of gooey bubble gum, 
Cellophane from green baloney, 
Rubbery blubbery macaroni, 
Peanut butter, caked and dry, 
Curdled milk and crusts of pie, 
Moldy melons, dried-up mustard, 
Eggshells mixed with lemon custard, 
Cold french fried and rancid meat, 
Yellow lumps of Cream of Wheat. 
At last the garbage reached so high 
That it finally touched the sky. 
And all the neighbors moved away, 
And none of her friends would come to play. 
And finally Sarah Cynthia Stout said, 
"OK, I'll take the garbage out!" 
But then, of course, it was too late. . . 
The garbage reached across the state, 
From New York to the Golden Gate. 
And there, in the garbage she did hate, 
Poor Sarah met an awful fate, 
That I cannot now relate 
Because the hour is much too late. 
But children, remember Sarah Stout 
And always take the garbage out!
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Questions

1. What common tendency of young people does this poem poke fun at?  ______________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Identify seven things that the garbage did. 

1.  _________________________________________________  2.  __________________________________________________

3.  _________________________________________________  4.  __________________________________________________

5.  _________________________________________________  6.  __________________________________________________

7.  _________________________________________________  

3. What exaggeration (hyperbole) does the poet make about the piles of garbage in lines 33-34?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What serious message underlies the poem’s comic tone?  _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Silverstein’s poem is full of alliteration—the repetition of similar consonant sounds in nearby words.  Sarah’s entire name is an example of alliteration.  Find three other examples of alliteration in Silverstein’s poem.  Which sounds are repeated in each of your examples?  

Example #1:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sound: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example #2: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sound: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example #3: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sound: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  Read the following poem in order to complete the TP-CASTT and questions below.  

	Madame and the Rent Man

	By: Langston Hughes


	The rent man knocked. 
He said, Howdy-do? 
I said, What
Can I do for you? 
He said, You know
Your rent is due. 

I said, Listen, 
Before I'd pay
I'd go to Hades 
And rot away! 

The sink is broke, 
The water don't run, 
And you ain't done a thing
You promised to've done. 

Back window's cracked, 
Kitchen floor squeaks, 
There's rats in the cellar, 
And the attic leaks. 

He said, Madam, 
It's not up to me. 
I'm just the agent, 
Don't you see? 

I said, Naturally, 
You pass the buck. 
If it's money you want
You're out of luck. 

He said, Madam, 
I ain't pleased! 
I said, Neither am I. 
So we agrees!
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Quick Write
“Grin and bear it.”   “Stand up for yourself.”

What does it mean?  Have you ever been in a situation where you had to grin and bear it?  When do people have to stand up for themselves?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions

1. What tone of voice does the rent man use?  Explain your answer. ____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What tone of voice does the tenant use?  Explain your answer.  _______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who is the speaker in the poem?  ________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is her (Madame) argument with the rent man?  __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does “pass the buck” mean?  How has the rent man passed the buck?  ________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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